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‘Science of ranking’ deficient 

•  Rankings have become indispensable 

•  Method problems are political problems 

•  Key deficiencies: 

–  Reduction multi-dimensional to 1-dimensional list 
–  Lack of transparency of most global rankings 
–  Data quality insufficient 
–  Bad fit between ranking and diversity university 

missions 





Leiden ranking steps 

•  Selection of the region: 

–  Global 
–  Regional 
–  Countries 

•  Selection of indicator: 

–  Impact (P, MCS, MNCS, ppTop10%) 
–  Collaboration (P, ppCollab, ppIntCollab, ppLongDistCollab, MGCD) 

•  Selection of calculation method: 

–  Average or total performance 
–  Fractional counting of co-publications 
–  Include or exclude non-English publications 





The influence of Arts & Humanities on 
bibliometric university rankings is 
practically non-existent…. 
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